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TAGS: PINT, GW 

SUBJECT: BRANDT ON SPD'S PROBLEMS 

SUMMARY: IN EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW WITH WESTFAELISCHE 
RUNDSCHAU REPORTED IN ALL MAJOR PAPERS MARCH 28, 

BRANDT SAID COMBINATION OF ECONOMIC FACTORS, 

PROPAGANDA OF OPPOSITION, AND "CERTAIN WEAKNESSES OF 
THE "PARTY" HAVE HURT SPD IN RECENT STATE AND LOCAL 
ELECTIONS. PROBLEM, HE SAID, IS TO CONVINCE VOTERS THAT 
DIFFICULT TO IMPROVE SITUATION. END SUMMARY. 

1. BRANDT SAID THE MOST SERIOUS PROBLEM IS THAT POSED 
BY UNFAVORABLE ECONOMIC FACTORS WHICH FRG CAN INFLUENCE 
ONLY SLIGHTLY BUT WHICH VOTERS NEVERTHELESS BLAME ON 
THE GOVERNMENT. PEOPLE DO NOT UNDERSTAND THE ADVERSE 
IMPACT THE OIL CRISIS AND THE SITUATION REGARDING OTHER 
RAW MATERIALS HAVE HAD ON PRICES AND HOW VERY DIFFICULT 
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THE OPPOSITION HAS TAKEN ADVANTAGE OF SITUATION WITH 
A MASSIVE PROPAGANDA CAMPAIGN DESIGNED TO BUILD UP 
FEELINGS OF UNCERTAINTY AMONG VOTERS. THE GOVERNMENT 
MUST MAKE GREATER EFFORTS TO EXPLAIN THE SITUATION AND 
TO MAKE CLEAR THAT "THE FRG CAME THROUGH THE WINTER 
WELL AND IS IN RELATIVELY BETTER SHAPE THAN NEIGHBORING 
COUNTRIES." 

2. BRANDT DID NOT ELABORATE ON THE SPD'S OWN 
"WEAKNESSES", OTHER THAN NOTING THE FAILINGS OF ITS PR 
EFFORTS. ASKED IF THE PARTY SHOULD DRAW A CLEARER 
BOUNDARY LINE VIS-A-VIS THE LEFT, BRANDT REPLIED THAT 
THE SPD MUST CONTINUE TO BE A PARTY OF THE "MIDDLE" 

BASED ON THE GODESBERG PROGRAM, AND THEN EMPHASIZED: 
"BUT IT MUST ALSO CONTINUE TO BE A LIVING PARTY. MANY 
SUFFER FROM SORT OF ANXIETY ABOUT THE LEFT, WHICH 
MAKES NO SENSE." ANYONE WHO QUESTIONS PARLIAMENTARY 
DEMOCRACY "DOES NOT BELONG IN THE SPD", HE SAID, AND 
THERE MUST BE A SHARP DISTINCTION BETWEEN THE SPD AND 
COMMUNISM. HOWEVER, "OUR YOUNG PEOPLE" (JUSOS) MAY 
CALL THEMSELVES MARXISTS "BUT THEY DO NOT MEAN 
COMMUNISM". 

3. COMMENT: A CHANCERY SOURCE REMARKED TO US EARLIER 
THIS WEEK THAT "THERE IS NO QUESTION" THAT THE JUSOS 
COST THE SPD VOTES IN THE RECENT ELECTIONS, AND DEBATE 
WITHIN THE PARTY ON WHAT TO DO ABOUT IT CONTINUES. THE 
NECESSITY FOR SOME LIMITATION ON INTERNAL PARTY DEBATE 
IS SET FORTH IN SPD EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBER BRUNO 
FRIEDRICH’S PAPER (SEPTEL), AND PROBLEMS IN NRW BETWEEN 
KUEHN AND THE JUSOS (DUESSELDORF'S A-20) ARE FLARING 

UP AGAIN. MEANWHILE, AS INTERVIEW WITH WR SHOWS, 

BRANDT CONTINUES TO ADHERE TO VIEW THAT PARTY SHOULD 
EDUCATE JUSOS TO SENSE OF RESPON SIBILITY —THE 
TOLERANT ATTITUDE WHICH HAS GIVEN JUSOS ROOM TO 
MANEUVER AND ALARMED MODERATE OPINION BOTH WITHIN AND 
OUTSIDE OF SPD. 
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